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.PPT 1 …
I know we celebrated Easter seven weeks ago, but when teaching through the Bible verse-by-verse, the holiday calendar and the teaching calendar are seldom in sync.  So it’s Easter again!  And as we move through JOHN 20:1-10, we’re going hear the story of the aftermath of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial.  It’s here, and then further on in this chapter that … we’ll read about …

· We’ll read about … Mary Magdalene finding the empty tomb and telling the other disciples about what she’s found.

· We’ll read about … The resurrected Jesus offering His disciples comfort and instruction – telling them that after He was back in heaven God would send His Holy Spirit to fill them up and send them out into the world and turn it upside down with the good news of the Gospel … and

You could definitely say, that JOHN 20 is an amazing chapter of God’s WORD.  But before we jump into it, I’d like to take you back for just a couple of minutes to the two men we met at the end of JOHN 19 … the two deeply connected Jewish Religious Leaders who risked everything they had by asking Pilate if they could take Jesus’ body off the cross and bury Him.  And their names were Joseph and Nicodemus.

In the movie Pirates of the Caribbean there’s an interesting exchange between a character named Elizabeth, and a pirate named Captain Barbossa.  Elizabeth had been captured by the pirates, and wanting to remind them of their need to treat her with civility she says …

Elizabeth
According to The Code of the Order of the

Brethren … you have to take me to shore.

Barbossa
First, your return to shore was not part of our negotiated agreement, so I must do nothing.  Second, you must be a pirate for the code to apply and you're not.  And third, the code is more what you'd call a “guideline” than an actual set of rules.

Well unlike Captain Barbossa’s code that was actually more like a set of “guidelines, or suggestions”, the Jewish Law had some very specific unalterable, unchangeable RULES or LAWS related to the handling of dead bodies.

.PPT 2 … NUMBERS 19:11 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
11 The one who touches the corpse of any person shall be unclean for seven days.

So Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus would have been ceremonially unclean for seven days after being in contact with Jesus’ dead body.  Which means that, for probably for the first time in their lives, they wouldn’t have been allowed to be part of the celebrations of Jewish Passover that began the night before they buried Jesus.  But remember … these two men had come to the belief that Jesus was the Messiah, Whom they, and all the Jews had been waiting for, for centuries.

And even though Joseph and Nicodemus may not have understood exactly how all the pieces of the Messianic puzzle were fitting together, I think they believed that when Jesus died on the cross, that God’s final “lamb of God” had been sacrificed, and that the sins of the world, past, present, and future, had been paid for once and for all.

And in believing this, and in asking Pilate for Jesus Christ’s body, they risked losing their positions in Jewish religious, vocational, economic, and social culture – and they most certainly risked being cut off from their families.  So how was it that they were willing to make this decision to follow Jesus, knowing that all this would happen?

I can see no other explanation for it, other than they added up the columns, weighed all the pros and the cons, and decided they’d rather be disciples of Jesus Christ – than Pharisees and a part of the Jewish Ruling Council, called the Sanhedrin.

Somehow, these two men made the gut-wrenching decision that they’d rather be disciples of Jesus Christ, than be in the very top of the upper-middle class in Jerusalem.  Joseph of Arimathea spoke up and said that Jesus’ scourging and crucifixion weren’t justified.  And then he and Nicodemus stood by silently while these two horrible acts happened.  But now they were done standing around.  It was time for action.

When going to Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body, I can just see ISAIAH 53:9b going through their minds … over, and over, and over again.

.PPT 3 … ISAIAH 53:9b (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

9b But He [the Messiah] was buried like a criminal; He was put into a rich man's grave.

Imagine knowing that by taking a specific action, that God was using you to fulfill a 750-year old prophecy?  “Jesus is the Messiah.  I’m a rich man.  And I’m providing Jesus a grave.”  Imagine determining that you’d rather be part of fulfilling a prophecy – than remain an elite member of the Sanhedrin?  These two wealthy men no doubt had servants attending to their every whim, need, and desire.  Imagine them climbing up a ladder, in their flowing robes, taking a metal bar, and prying the nails out of Jesus’ wrists and ankles?

Imagine their hands, their feet, and their clothes getting all blood stained as they took Jesus’ corpse down from the cross and carried it to Joseph’s tomb?  Rich men didn’t do these kinds of things.

Imagine Nicodemus lugging 100 pounds of linen, ointments, and fragrant herbs and spices through the streets of Jerusalem?  Imagine people calling out to them, “Hey, who is all that for?  Who died?”  Imagine these two humbled, courageous, but no doubt still scared men, washing Jesus’ wounds, cleansing and bathing His entire body, and preparing it for His burial according to Jewish custom?  Imagine them pulling the thorns out of Jesus’ bruised and bloodied head?  What an incredible scene of love, devotion, and sacrifice.  Which brings us to our first FAITH LESSON of the morning …

.PPT 4 … FAITH LESSON …

When we really see Who Jesus Christ is, and what He’s done for us, there’s nothing we won’t be willing to do for Him.  And so, if you’re resistant to do what Jesus Christ is asking you to do with Him, and for Him, what is it about His love for you, about His sacrifice for you, about His revelation to you of Who He is, and what His plans are for your life, that you’re chafing against, or reluctant to see?

Please turn with me in your Bibles to JOHN 20:1-10.

.PPT 5 … JOHN 20:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.

2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”

There are six different women named Mary in The New Testament. 

.PPT 6 …

1. Mary, the mother of Jesus.
2. Mary, the sister of LAZARUS AND Martha.

3. Mary Magdalene. 

4. Mary, often referred to as “The other Mary”.

5. Mary, the mother of John Mark and the aunt of Barnabas.

6. Mary of Rome.

Let me tell you a little bit about these six different women named Mary.

1. Mary, the mother of Jesus.  This Mary, as prophesied, was from the Jewish tribe of Judah and a descendant of King David (cf., ROMANS 1:3).

2. Mary, the sister of Lazarus and martha, was from the city of Bethany.  Jesus visited their home at least three times (LUKE 10:38-42; JOHN 11-12), and a few days before the crucifixion, this Mary had the privilege of understanding Jesus had been born to die, and she anointed His body for His death while all the disciples, family and friends, stood there – completely unable to understand what she was doing, or why she was doing it.

3. Mary Magdalene.  Her name meant “Belonging to Magdala” and even though there’s no real proof of this (LUKE 8:2), it probably meant she was from the town of Magdala.  But people’s names were often linked to their hometowns because with the lack of last names, it was a way to help identify who someone was.

4. Mary, often referred to as “The other Mary” (Matthew 27:61).  She was the wife of Clopas (Alpheus) and the mother of James the Less and Joses (cf., MATTHEW 27:56; JOHN 19:25).  Jesus had a ½ brother referred to as James the Great, and so this Mary was the mother of “The Other James … James the Less.”  Some Bible scholars believe that Clopas and Joseph, the adoptive father of Jesus, were brothers.  If this were true, this would make this particular Mary Jesus’ aunt, and her sons, cousins to Jesus.

5. Mary, the mother of John Mark and the aunt of Barnabas (cf., ACTS 12:12; COLOSSIANS 4:10).  This Mary had the spiritual gift of hospitality, and she used her home in Jerusalem as a common meeting place for early Christians.

6. Mary of Rome.  The Apostle Paul sent greetings to this Mary at the end of the letter he wrote to the Christians in Rome (cf., ROMANS 16:6) and spoke of her “many labors” in behalf of the needs and the interests of the Christians in Rome.

.PPT 7 … JOHN 20:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.

2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”

Mary Magdalene is the Mary Jesus cast seven demons out of.  It’s a story you can read about in MARK 16 and in LUKE 8.  In all three of the other Gospels we’re told that Mary Magdalene stayed near Jesus at the cross (cf., MATTHEW 27:55-56, MARK 15:40-41; LUKE 23:49) … sitting, watching, and maybe even eventually helping Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus as they took Jesus’ body down from the cross, prepared it for burial, and then laid Him inside of Joseph’s tomb.

In the fifth century a sermon was given identifying Mary Magdalene as the prostitute who Jesus forgave of her sins while attending a party at the home of a Pharisee named Simon in LUKE 7.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  Listen to some of how author Frederick Buechner describes Mary Magdalene in his book Peculiar Treasures:  A Biblical Who’s Who …

.PPT 8 …

When Jesus was on the road with His disciples, He had a group of women with Him whom He’d cast evil spirits out of once and who had not only joined up with Him, but all chipped in to help meet expenses.  One of them was Mary Magdalene, and in her case it was apparently not just one evil spirit that had been cast out, but seven … she seems to have teamed up with Jesus early in the game and to have stuck with Him to the end.  And beyond.

- Frederick Buechner | Peculiar Treasures:  A Biblical

  Who’s Who (pp. 101-102)
I can only imagine how horrible it must have been for Mary being possessed by seven demons.  What must Mary’s life have been like before she met Jesus?  Waking up each morning after a fitful night’s sleep, wondering which demon would try and control her life that day.  Tearing her apart … body, mind, and spirit.  But how all that changed the day Mary met Jesus!  And as we read about the day she met Jesus and was set free in MARK 16 and LUKE 8 … we come to another amazing FAITH LESSON …

.PPT 9 … FAITH LESSON …

There’s no life too broken, too difficult for Jesus to cleanse, change, heal, set free, and rebuild.  Oh how Jesus longs to shepherd us toward wholeness … as a shepherd lovingly watches over, feeds, guides, and protects his sheep.  There’s not one of us whose life is so broken, that it cannot be restored.  Not one.  Not one.  Not one.

And after the day that Mary Magdalene met Jesus, she followed Him faithfully for the rest of her life.  In his book The DaVinci Code, author Dan Brown tells us that she married Jesus Christ and had a child with Him whom she named Sarah.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  The New Testament doesn't say what Mary did after Jesus returned to heaven.  And so, people who’ve written books saying that they know where she lived, and where and how she died, are just trying to sell books.

But in the writings of the Early Church Fathers there are several stories and legends about Mary Magdalene’s life after Jesus’ ascension.  And according to the most reliable of these, after ministering with Joseph of Arimathea in Jerusalem for a while, telling people her first-hand story of Jesus as the Messiah, and of her deliverance … in order to escape the increasing danger of being associated with being an first-generation disciple of Jesus Christ, Mary Magdalene moved to the city of Ephesus (in what is now modern-day Turkey) and eventually died there “at an old age”, which in Bible times more than likely meant that she died before she 50 years old.

.PPT 10 … JOHN 20:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.

2 So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”

So as the sun starts to rise on Sunday morning, the first day of the week … Mary Magdalene and some other women (see the use of the word “we” in v. 2) came early to the tomb, and brought with them more spices, wondering how they're going to move the stone to get in and further anoint Jesus' body.  And the fact that Mary came to the tomb as early as possible following the day of Passover is filled with meaning.

The day after Passover was called the Feast of First Fruits.  After Passover was finished, an offering of FIRST FRUITS was made at the Temple as a sign of gratitude for the first results of the harvest that was still awaiting them.  And in this act of getting up early in the morning and going to Jesus’ tomb the day after Passover, Mary is going to encounter the risen Jesus Christ, Who is Himself, the One Paul calls in FIRST CORINTHIANS 15:20-23, the first fruits of the resurrection.  So while other Jews were Jews were celebrating the Feast of First Fruits at the Temple, Mary got to celebrate it at the empty tomb, with Jesus Himself.

But when Mary and the other women arrived, the stone had already been taken away.  The Gospel of Matthew tells us that it was an angel who did the “rolling” (MATTHEW 28:2).  And from that morning on until today, most Christians around the world have set aside Sunday as their Sabbath day for worshiping God (cf., ACTS 20:7; FIRST CORINTHIANS 16:2).  And in REVELATION 1:10 this Christian “Sabbath” is referred to as “The Lord’s Day”.

v. 1 … and saw the stone already taken away … the Greek word for taken away … airo … means to raise up, elevate, or lift up.  And John’s use of it here makes it sound like the stone had been rolled up hill, away from the entrance of the tomb.

So Mary runs to tell Peter and John … and then, of course, Peter and John run to the tomb.  And John, being younger and no doubt quicker, gets there ahead of Peter.

.PPT 11-12 … JOHN 20:3-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 So Peter and the other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb.

4 The two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first;

5 and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in.

6 And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there,

7 and the face cloth, which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.

Apparently, by now, the sun has come up enough so that by stooping down and looking into the tomb, they could see the linen cloths lying there but they could also see that Jesus’ body was gone.  If Jesus’ body had been stolen, the thieves wouldn’t have taken the time to remove His grave clothes.  They would have just taken His body and ran.

The Greek word used in v. 5 for “lying”, is keimai, a common Greek word that simply means “lying.”  So there’s no indication here, or in any of the other Gospels that Jesus’ body somehow passed through His linen burial cloths, or that His linen burial cloths were somehow left lying there in the shape of Jesus’ body.

So what I believe most likely happened is that God’s Holy Spirit resurrected Jesus from death to life, and then an angel of God unwrapped Jesus out of His grave cloths, and Jesus left the clothes behind when He went out of the tomb.  And the angel must have also brought Jesus some new clothes … because I don’t think He walked out of the tomb in His birthday suit!

But what about Jesus’ “grave clothes” that Peter and John saw lying in the tomb?  If you’ve ever watched The Discovery Channel, The National Geographic Channel, or The History Channel, you’ve probably seen a documentary on The Shroud of Turin.  Do you think The Shroud of Turin might actually be the burial linens of our Lord Jesus Christ?

.PPT 13 … .JPG OF THE SHROUD OF TURIN …


[image: image1.jpg]



The image on The Shroud of Turin is of a bearded, crucified male, 5 feet 11 inches tall, weighing about 175 pounds.  His physique was muscular and he’s estimated to be 30-35 years old.  His long hair is tied into a ponytail and there’s no evidence of body decomposition on the cloth.

In October 1978, an international group of researchers were allowed to examine the shroud, and their conclusion was that no paint, pigment, stain, or dye created the image.  The 1978 team also determined that the blood on The Shroud of Turin is real blood, and that the image seems to be some type of scorch.  And so even though they can’t account for how it was made, its origin remains a mystery.  The first reported sighting of the Shroud was in 1360 in France, and in 1988, carbon dating of The Shroud of Turin put its date of origin at or with 60 years before or after 1325.  So everyone thought it was a well-conceived, be-it, an ancient, Mid-Evil creation.

But then just last year, in 2008, with more refined carbon dating methods now in place, a series of tests revealed that The Shroud of Turin might have been much earlier than previously thought.

As an amateur archeologist whose only scientific claim to fame is that I married a scientist … I’ve reading and studying about The Shroud of Turin for over twenty years.  So do I believe The Shroud of Turin could be the burial linen cloth that Peter and John saw in the empty tomb of Jesus Christ?  No, I don’t.  And for me, two relatively simple things have led me to this conclusion …

FIRST, JOHN 20:7 says Peter saw “the face cloth, which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself.”  Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus wrapped Jesus body with the clean linen cloth and packed the spices, aloes, and ointments in between the layers of the cloth.  But when John looked into the tomb, he tells us that Jesus’ head was wrapped separately from the rest of His body.  That’s why he uses the plural word wrappings in v. 7, and not the singular word wrapping.  And The Shroud of Turin is all one long, unified piece!

SECOND, God doesn't seem to leave souvenirs lying around, because He knows that people (including you and me) have always had a foolish tendency to worship images they can see, instead of worshiping the One who created them in His image (cf., NUMBERS 21:6-9; SECOND KINGS 18:4).  So why would God create The Shroud of Turin, knowing that millions of people would be brought into idolatry by it?

.PPT 14 … JOHN 20:8-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed.

9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.

10 So the disciples went away again to their own homes.

Again, John continues to keep himself anonymous in his account here … referring to himself in v. 8 as “the other disciple”.  Jewish Law required two male witnesses to render a testimony as truth (cf., DEUTERONOMY 17:6; 19:15).  John “saw and believed”, yet, even with the witness of Mary, the other women, and Peter and John some of the people who received the news about Jesus’ resurrection, struggled to understand what was happening.  And I see another FAITH LESSON for us here …

.PPT 15 … FAITH LESSON …

The belief John came to at Jesus Christ’s resurrection wasn’t based on the 300something Old Testament prophecies that substantiate the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  John hadn’t studied Jesus’ resurrection in light of all these verses.

Jesus had previously told His disciples about His resurrection but they didn’t see how it was possible. (cf., MATTHEW 16:21-22; MARK 8:31; 9:31; LUKE 9:22, 44-45).  But when John saw the empty tomb, he took the same leap of faith all of us have to take if we’re going to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior.

.PPT 16 … HEBREWS 11:1 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

1 Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that something is real even if we do not see it.

What a great description of faith.  So seeing and believing, and with great faith, even though they hadn’t actually seen the resurrected Jesus yet, the disciples went away to their own homes … or to the places where they were staying in Jerusalem.

But John goes on to tell us in JOHN 20 that Mary Magdalene lingered for a while longer at Jesus’ empty tomb … and while she waited, worshiping, praying, crying, and wondering, she had an incredibly intimate encounter with two angels, and then with Jesus Christ Himself.   We’ll look at that entire passage when we’re back in this chapter again, but I want to share with you one final FAITH LESSON that I see as Mary lingers at the empty tomb of Jesus Christ …

.PPT 17 … FAITH LESSON …

Jesus loves taking our questions, our doubt, and our tears, and turning them into answers, faith, and joy.  After Mary Magdalene met Jesus her life radically changed.  And out of a place of gratitude and grace over the healing Jesus brought into her life, Mary spent the rest of her life cultivating a life of intimacy with Him.

Are you willing to make the decision to come to Jesus, to linger with Him, and to know the fruit of that intimacy in your life with Him?

In JOHN 20:5,6, and 8, John uses three different words for “saw” or “see”.

.PPT 18 …
1. First, in v. 5, when John came to the tomb, he saw the linen grave clothes of Jesus lying there.  And the word translated “saw” in v. 5 is blepo, meaning, “to look at, or to see visibly.”
2. Second, in v. 6, Peter saw Jesus linen grave clothes lying there, and the word John uses is theoreo, meaning, “to study carefully.”  It’s the word that the word “theory” comes from.  And …

3. third, in v. 8, the word translated “saw” is eido, from which we get the word “idea” — or “I get it.”

And I agree with pastor-teacher Jon Courson when he writes that much of the time, our life of faith with Him progresses according to this same pattern

First we’re exposed to some piece of information.  We see and hear, when we blepo what the Jesus Christ our teacher is saying to us.  Then Second, we look at what we’re hearing from Jesus Christ and give it some more thought.  We ponder it, we theoreo it, and we let it sink in.  And THIRD, comes that moment when we see truth at a deeper level, when we eido the truth God is laying out before us … when we really get it … where there’s a transformation from truth being a theological concept — to where it becomes a personal part of our life, and where we begin to see it and believe it to the point that it changes our lives. 

But if we never hear the information, we’ll never be able to embrace it.  And that’s why we’ll never see this faith-building process unfold if we don’t come to the place where we investigate the claims of Jesus Christ for ourselves.  So gang, this is why we need to stay in God’s WORD, getting into it and inviting it to get into us.

“But” you might say, “Gregg, I don’t get much out of reading God’s WORD.”  And if this is you, I’d say to you, “Friend, just hang in there.  And eventually, God’s WORD will begin to stir something in your thinking, it will begin to become an integral part of who you are … and it will begin changing you from the inside out in the ways The Old Testament prophet named Isaiah wrote about in ISAIAH 61:3-4.

.PPT 19-20 … ISAIAH 61:3-4 (PARAPHRASE)

I will come alongside hurting people and give them a crown of victory in exchange for the parts of their lives that have been reduced to ashes by painful choices and disappointment; and I will take away the pain of their sorrow – replacing it with healing and gladness.  And in the parts of their lives that feel bruised and naked, I will cover them in garments of praise and joy.

Once, these exact people were uprooted and disconnected from Me, and from life.  They were dying.  But now their roots are growing strong – deep down into the soil of My power, My healing, My love, and My provision.  And as they’re surrendering to Me, I’m helping them rebuild the ruins of their lives, and I’m restoring to them what they long-thought was dead and abandoned for good.

So read your Bible.  Stay in God’s WORD, and see the process of faith and belief unfold and deepen for you, just like it did for Mary, and for Peter, and for John.

.PPT 21 … NEXT SUNDAY …

Gregg will be sharing the 2009-2010 2nd Street Community Church Ministry Plan and Ministry Funding Plan with the 2nd Street flock.  It’s all about Jesus and The Great Exchange of coming into a relationship with God.  It’s all about Jesus and The Great Adventure of learning to be His disciple.  It’s all about 2nd Street living out its Mission with passion, integrity, and consistency.  Come praying and expecting!

The Shroud of Turin is a centuries-old linen cloth that somehow bears the image of a crucified man.  Many millions of people believe that it is the actual image of Jesus Christ that was somehow “burned” onto the inside of the cloth (both front and back) in some kind of a photographic/physics miracle that happened when God raised Jesus Christ … when The Light of the World (cf., JOHN 9:5) came back to life.





Scientists worldwide have dedicated hundreds of thousands of hours studying and researching this strange cloth, which resides in the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, in Turin, Italy.  In fact, to date, it is indisputably, the most-studied artifact in the world.








PAGE  
2

